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Welcome to this month's Bulletin. 
The month of December brings us to a point 
where we look back at the ups and downs of 
this past year but also look forward to the 
prospect of the fresh new year ahead and all it 
might bring us. 
Luckily for us here in the UK we have 
returned back to an almost normal situation  
of clubs meeting regularly and nearly all the 
usual scheduled  shows happening this year. 
Not the same Worldwide, Japan only recently 
lifting Covid restrictions and as we hear in the 
news China is still struggling with the Covid 
pandemic. 
The statement 'returning back to a normal' 
could that ever be true? The UK bonsai world 
like everything in life does change. More people 
were forced over Covid lock down both 
purchase and sell  bonsai wares over the 
internet. Will all of the bonsai community 
return to physically visiting nurseries or local 
shows for their purchases or will some stay with 
the convenience of home ordering and delivery 
to the front door?  It could be said that it's 
never been easier to order your handmade pot. 
The right style, colour and size from a potter 
the other end of the country and safe delivery 
within days rather than wait months. Hopefully 
this year's shows have proved  that even if 
buying and selling online has been popular, the 
shows are still able to draw enthusiasts. Also 
through lock down Zoom meetings became a 
convenient and popular form of  staying in 
contact. Pleased to say through that, most 
people I have spoken with agree that there's 
nothing better than catching up with people 
face to face at club nights and shows, long may 
that last.   
It's that time of year when clubs hold their 
AGM's or put together next year's programmes. 
We would ask kindly if you could check your 
club details are up to date on the UKBA website 
and if anything has changed please advise. As 
and when you confirm your programmes for 
next year, please advise any club speaker nights 
open to public visitors. 
We would like to thank all contributors to the 
bulletin over the last year  and wish everybody 
Seasons Greetings and a Happy New Year 
when it arrives. 
  

The next steering group meeting on Zoom is 
scheduled for Tuesday 06Dec22 at 1900.hrs.  
 

**************************************** 

Bonsai Events 
Dec22 & Jan23 

 
 

8Jan23 Sun (Confirmed) 
Ayrshire Bonsai Group 
Winter Image Event (&Pot Sale) 
Alloway Village Hall, 
36a Alloway, Ayr, 
South Ayrshire, KA7 4PY. 
Adm: Free. Times: 1330-1630.hrs 
Contact: Jeff Banning 07799.477895 
Email: jeffbanning@btinternet.com 
 
22Jan23 Sun (Confirmed) 
UK Bonsai Association Auction 
In conjunction with a  
Suiseki / Saikei / Mame  show 
Sandhurst School, 
Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, 
Sandhurst, Berkshire. GU47 0SD. 
Adm: £3 cash. Children -16 FREE 
Times:  1100-1600.hrs 
The auction is strictly cash only please. 
Contact: Mark Moreland  07850.771201 
Email: ukbaauction@gmail.com. 
www.ukbonsaiauction.weebly.com 
 

******** 
 

We would remind people the status of all events 
is marked in brackets ie, provisional, postponed, 
confirmed or cancelled. Whenever visiting an 
event pleased check for more up to date details 
on the website and if travelling any great 
distance, please confirm the event is still 
running with the event contact person.  
 

We only list on the bulletin events scheduled to 
take place in the next two months, if you want 
to know about events further into the future, 
please visit the main diary on the website.  
Thank you 

 

*************************************** 

Bonsai Event Reports UK 
 

To read the full reports with photos on the 
events listed below please visit the website. 
Unfortunately there were no events in Nov22. 

**** 

Bonsai Shows Abroad 
 

12Nov22 
Russell Wheeler Visits 
Las Vegas Bonsai Society Show, US. 

 
 

 
 
28-30Oct22 
Amnon Paldi Visits 
Bonsai Culture Xpo, France. 

 
 

 
 

Trips Abroad 
 
19-20Nov22 
Rui Yasui Visits 
Azabu-Juban Bonsai & Greenery Fair 
Tokyo, Japan 

  
 

03-28Nov22 
Mingchen Moreland Visits 

Taiwan 

  
 

09Oct22 
Tony McKenzie Visits 
Rafael Torres Nursery in Spain 

 
 

 
 

Don't forget if you're travelling abroad 
and your trip includes something bonsai 
please let us know, thank you. 
 
*********************************** 
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Club Speaker Nights 
 

Unfortunately there are no speaker nights in 
Dec22. 
 

********************************** 

Notice Board 
 

22Jan23 Sun 
UK Bonsai Association Auction 
In conjunction with a  
Suiseki / Saikei / Mini-Bonsai show 
Sandhurst School, 
Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, 
Sandhurst, Berkshire. GU47 0SD. 
Adm: £3 cash. Children -16 FREE  
Times: 1000-1600.hrs 
Live auction for items over £50 
Silent auction for items under £50 
We will only be having 100 items in the Live 
auction on a first come basis so please submit 
your items asap. 
Strictly cash only at this event please. 
Anybody wishing to exhibit at the show please 
contact : markmoreland@live.co.uk 
Anybody wishing to put something in the 
auction, please contact: 
ukbaauction@gmail.com. 
General information visit the website 
www.ukbonsaiauction.weebly.com 
 

24-26Mar23 Fri-Sun 
Celtic Bonsai Residential retreat 
Artists: Peter Warren, Simon Temblett, 
Andrew Arthur, Tony Oswin, Roy Huchison 
Working only no viewing so you get the full 
attention of the Artists all weekend. 
£225 Price includes Bunkhouse accommodation 
and all meals. Chef booked for Sat night and 
the auction again. (Only 3 spaces left only) 
Contact: Chris Thomas 07798 798194 
 

16Apr23 Sun 
UKBA ExpoBonsai UK 2023. 
K2 Leisure Centre, 
Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex. RH11 9BQ 
As we near the end of the year it is only 4 weeks 
until the close of submissions for UKBA 
ExpoBonsai 2023 at the K2 centre,Crawley. If 
you intend to submit trees for possible 
exhibition at the show then you really need to 
do so now. To get full details of how to submit 
then please contact ebuk18@gmail.com. 
Selection of submissions will be made in 
January. Thank you. 
 

28-30Apr23 
Celtic Bonsai Morten Albek weekend  
10 people working (1 space left only) 
10 viewing places a day for Sat and Sun. 
Working £225 including Bunkhouse 
accommodation and food 
Viewing £25 per day Sat and Sun and £25 for 
Bunkhouse and breakfast for Saturday night if 
required. 
Contact: Chris Thomas 07798 798194 
 

15Oct23 Sun  
New to the events diary 
Blackmore Vale Bonsai Group Auction 
Charlton Remembrance Hall, 
Charlton, Shaftsbury, Dorset. SP7 0PL. 
Adm: Free. Times: 1100-1700.hrs. 
Contact: Geoff 01747.853475 & 07837.781744 
Email: m5eay.geoff@btinternet.com 
www.blackmorevalebonsaigroup.com 

UKBA Membership 
Thanking you for your support, today 1Dec22 
UKBA membership stands at a total of  2386, 
expanding daily 
 

********************************** 

Monthly Tasks 
 

Below is a list of bonsai tasks to be carried out 
during the month of December, it must be 
adapted to your localised conditions and is 
meant only as a general advisory list of tasks 
for the bonsai enthusiast. 
 

Bonsai in December 
Winter is here and your deciduous trees should 
have a beautiful tracery as you can now see all 
the branches and twigs . While your evergreens 
may be starting to tone down their bright green 
or dark green foliage to a duller tone. All your 
trees needing winter protection should now all 
be protected for the winter and here is a quick 
generic guide to bonsai in December as the 
colder weather has set into the UK. 
Watering: 
Your bonsai trees will still need watering but 
not as often as their growth rate has slowed 
right down so the water uptake has also slowed 
down and the trees are in winter dormancy. 
At this time of year if your trees are still outside, 
they will be getting watered naturally by the 
rainfall, morning dew and melting frosts. 
However, monitor the moisture level to ensure 
your bonsai trees are not water logged as this 
can cause roots to rot. 
If your bonsai trees are under cover check daily 
and water if required to keep the soil damp / 
moist but not soaking wet. 
Any bonsai being kept indoors should be 
watered regularly but this will have slowed 
down from a daily watering. They will be losing 
moisture due to the higher temperatures inside 
drying out the soil and the tropical species still 
tend to grow during the winter period inside. 
Ideal time to water is in the morning to allow 
the water time to dissipate and to reduce the 
surface water should the temperature cool 
down overnight or there is a frost. 
Re-potting: 
If the weather is mild repotting can be 
undertaken but avoid early repotting if you 
have no protection for the tree like a cold frame 
or green house if frosts are likely. 
Otherwise prepare for repotting by checking 
soil supplies and also that if you are looking to 
change the pot that you have the correct pot 
size to repot into. 
Feeding: 
Generally feeding in December is not required 
for either tree types as broadleaves trees are 
dormant and without leaves and conifers or 
evergreens have slowed down on growth during 
this period. 
Pruning: 
This is a great time of year to review your 
bonsai trees and check the structural image of 
the tree as well as the tracery and branch 
placement. Broadleaved trees are especially 
easy as they have for most species lost their 
leaves and are dormant. You can remove 
unwanted structural branches but remember to 
cover 
the wounds with wound paste or sealant as the 
trees are dormant and will not be able to 
respond to the pruning as effectively. Otherwise 
just mark the branch(es) to remove and wait till 
the Spring to then remove them. 

Trimming: 
This is not required to either 
broadleaved or coniferous trees in 
December. However, you may still need 
to trim the new shoots off tropical trees 
that are growing indoors to control the 
growth and develop ramification. 
Root pruning: 
Carry out root pruning if you do start to 
re-pot now as part of the re-potting 
process and check for soil borne pests, 
root rot and other root problems and 
address if any issues are found. Given 
that the frosts have started though avoid 
repotting now until the spring. 
Insects and pests: 
Continue to check your bonsai trees over 
fully for pests, insects and diseases as 
some insects can over winter on or in 
your trees like red spider mite, scale 
insect. 
Pests are also likely if the weather is mild 
so worth checking to avoid 
disappointment in the spring when buds 
or leaves fail to flush due to pest attack. 
Typical pests still around include scale 
insect, mites, aphids and soil borne larva, 
vine weevil and beetles. 
Moss and weed control: 
This should have been done in the 
previous months but check for any new 
moss forming. 
Wiring: 
None required. 
Protection: 
Continue to check all your bonsai trees 
for health over the winter and review 
any that are not under protection in case 
of extreme cold weather or snow. If there 
is the chance of snow then make sure the 
branches do not get an excessive build up 
of snow that could cause them to break. 
Assessment: 
This is also a good time to photograph 
your bonsai trees and update their 
records for re-potting timings, feeding 
regimes, soil type etc as it is sometimes 
hard to keep track of what you do for 
each tree when you start increasing your 
collection. Keeping a photographic 
record does come in very useful over the 
years to see the trees development and 
your progress. 
 

********************************** 
Interview 

UKBA Interview with 
Sean Stolp 

 

 
 
How did you get started? 
In my early days working for the 
National Trust maintaining grounds at 
various stately homes in the south of 
England I grew to love forestry work and 
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everything about trees. I happened to visit 
Stowe House in Buckinghamshire  in the early 
90's and was amazed by the complex of ponds, 
sunken paths and bridges forming the 
nineteenth century Japanese Garden. 
 

How did you learn about bonsai? 
For many years I muddled along, collecting 
material at work from various locations, 
gaining most of my bonsai knowledge from 
books by the likes of Harry Tomlinson, David 
Prescott and Peter Chan. With the onset of the 
computer my bonsai knowledge increased 
dramatically, I had access to many online 
forums and also started buying a wider range 
of material from online nurseries. I visited my 
first bonsai show in 2014, this was organised by 
Chiltern Bonsai Society in Marlow and to this 
day I still visit this show regularly.   

 
Acer Campestre collected in 2016 

in a 70cm pot 
 

Who was your teacher? 
In 2015 reading a local newspaper I stumbled 
upon an article about bonsai written by Harry 
Harrington, this led me to befriending him on 
Face Book and subsequently he invited me to 
visit his garden. We got on very well, Harry 
immediately offered me an apprenticeship and 
from that point on a bigger bonsai world 
opened up to me. I must mention one other 
person who around this time gave me 
immeasurable advice and support on my bonsai 
journey, Steve McKee. 
 

What is the most important thing you learned 
from him? 
The most important thing I have learnt from 
Harry is to be patient, never rush a tree or do 
to much at once and most importantly whatever 
work you are doing, to do it at the right time of 
the year. 

 
Crataegus Monogyna collect 2018 

Erin Pot 
 

Do you belong to a bonsai club? 
In my early days I did think of joining a club, 
but my subsequent involvement with Harry has 
removed that need. 
 

Your thoughts on bonsai or dreams? 
I love the bonsai community and their love of 
trees and the way this extends to other 
countries and how inclusive people are 
whatever their backgrounds.  My dream is to 

see this carry on and to see the standard of 
bonsai in the UK improve and reach the giddy 
heights that other European countries have. It 
is true that bonsai in the UK seems to have 
stagnated over the last twenty year, but in 
recent times UK artists using the internet have 
been pushing the hobby forward. 
 

Do you consider bonsai an art form? 
Yes 100%, all bonsai need to be aesthetically 
pleasing to the eye. 
 

Why do you do bonsai? 
I would go crazy without it, as a kid I was a tree 
hugger. The peace and tranquillity that comes 
from working with trees is immeasurable, big 
or small. 

 
Prunus Cerisafera collect in 2011 
rescued from a large forest felling  

Sean was working in. 
Daniel Butler Pot 

 

Do you have a favourite tree species or size tree? 
I generally like working with big gnarly chunky 
old trees with plenty of character, especially a 
favourite of mine is the Hawthorn. Another 
favourite pasttime is viewing deciduous trees in 
their winter image, this allows a full 
appreciation of the branch structure. 
 

Do you have a favourite bonsai? 
Two trees clearly stand out, one is a more 
recently collected Cherry Plum which is a joy to 
watch as it moves through the seasons and the 
other for very personal sentimental reasons is a 
Hawthorn collected on the evening of my 
Granddad's funeral.  
 

 
Crataegus Monogyna collect in 2017 

Known as 'The Old Soldier' 
Esther Walsall Ceramics Pot 

 

What mistakes have you made? 
My mistakes over the years have been many, 
but it's only by learning from these mistakes 
that one move forward in a positive direction. 
 

Have you experienced bonsai abroad? 
Unfortunately due to family and work 
commitments I have found myself with very 
little time or chance to travel and experience 
bonsai abroad.  

 
Malus Sylvestris  

Airlayer 8" from rim of pot. 
Stone Monkey Pot 

 

Can you recommend one or two bonsai 
books? 
Obviously I can and having now worked 
for many years with Harry I am slightly 
biased towards him, I can recommend all 
of his books. Secondly a US book called 
Principles of Bonsai Design published by 
David De Groot.7 
 

What is your best achievement? 
My best personal achievement has been 
to see my trees appearing in Harry's 
books and in articles Harry has had 
published in Bonsai Focus.  

 
Sean on stage with Harry and Syd 

 at the Bonsai Live Event 2022 
 

Do you have any future ambitions or 
goals? 
I have always loved collecting trees from 
the wild and developing them on, I 
especially enjoy moving them on into 
other peoples collections and seeing them 
again some years later. 
 

Over the years what has been your 
favourite bonsai show? 
My first big bonsai show was the 
Heathrow Bonsai Show which had a very 
welcoming atmosphere, followed 
subsequently by the Expo Bonsai UK 
show and then the show in Bury. 
 

Do you have any other interests or 
hobbies? 
A long time ago my first love was Carp 
fishing. After a long break from this 
hobby, my interests have been fired up 
again and I am now just getting back 
into Carp fishing. 
 

********************************** 

Collectables 
Pin Badges 

Please check out the pin badge section 
under collectables on the website, if you 
have any badges we have not listed, 
please send us an image of the badge and 
we will add it to the section. Thank you  
 

This month we are highlighting four 
badges from the United Kingdom. 
 

******* 
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 Badges 

 
Surrey Heath Bonsai Society 

(Background white) 
Image supplied by Len Anderson 

***** 
 

 
Scottish Bonsai Association 

Image supplied by Dan Barton 
 ***** 

 
Thamesdown Bonsai Society 

Image supplied by Terry Adams 
***** 

 
Wessex Bonsai Society 

Image supplied by Malcolm Driffield 
********************************** 

Books 
 

The book section on the website can be found in 
the knowledge section, we have nearly sixty 
books listed and ask kindly if you can 
recommend a book, old or new and we don't 
have it listed on the website, please email us an 
image, the title of the book, the authors name, 
the date published, the ISBN (International 
Standard Book Number) and of course can we 
use your name or do you want to be anonymous? 

 

 
Paul Goff 

Methods Of Bonsai Display 
Published: 2013 
ISBN: Unknown 

Image supplied by Steve Reddington 

***** 

 
Paul Lesniewicz 
World Of Bonsai 
Published: 1990 

ISBN: 9780713721645 
Image supplied by Alistair Hodgson 

***** 

 
Peter Adams 

Bonsai Landscapes 
Published: 1999 

ISBN: 0706377672 
Image supplied by Steve Reddington 

***** 

 
Su Chin Ee 

Creating Bonsai Landscapes 
Published: 2003 

ISBN: 0715315315 
Image supplied by Tony Hardcastle 

 

*********************************** 
 

UKBA Quiz Dec22 

Logistical Quiz: 
Group Planting 

To prepare their bonsai group plantings for the 
local show 5 members decided to prune and 
prepare their trees the day before the show. 
Due to other commitments they were unable to 
do them together so each chose a different time 
of day. 
Can you work out what each person took to the 
show, what species, how many trees in their 
planting and when each was pruned? 
1) One of the members took to the show a 
group of nine trees that were pruned at sunset. 
2) It was Greg who brought along cedars. 
3) The even number of trees, that was pruned 
at sunrise by Ian, was greater than the number 
of trees in Geraldine's planting. 
4) Someone turned up at the show with a pot of 
seven maples. 
5) The number of trees pruned at noon was 
smaller than the hornbeam group. 

6) Valerie, who had eight trees in her 
group, is not the member who pruned 
the pines in the mid afternoon. 
[Tip:- record in the grid all the 
information obtained from the clues by 
using ticks and crosses; use elimination 
and cross-referencing to solve the puzzle]. 

 
 

Answers to Nov22 Quiz 

Answer: Keith 
***** 

 

 
 

For bulletin queries: 07850.771201 
markmoreland@live.co.uk 

ukbonsaiassociation@gmail.com  


