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Welcome to this month's Bulletin. 
The month of December brings us to a point 
where we look back at all the ups and downs of 
this past year, but look forward to the prospect 
of the fresh New Year ahead and all it might 
bring us. 
Unfortunately everything this last year has 
been far from normal, the ever pervading 
pandemic effecting everything from club nights 
to shows. Luckily, in the UK, due to the 
availability and take up of vaccinations by 
many of the general population, government 
restrictions started to lift in the late summer. 
Even though the bulk of the bonsai events 
which usually happen earlier in the year 
had been cancelled, some of the later events 
could now go ahead. Organisers were 
apprehensive as to what the show attendances 
would be, but strangely the shows that did take 
place and the car boot events also, reportedly 
were all better attended than in previous pre-
covid years. All this is hopefully good news for 
the future and the re-emergence of a vibrant 
schedule of bonsai events, as we had pre-covid.  
 

The weather this past year can only be 
described as having a strangeness to it, 
different people reporting unusual variations in 
what they would normally expect. I myself have 
a hornbeam in full green splendour still sitting 
on my benches, in the shadow of a garden 
cherry tree, which lost its leaves in October and 
now is partially pushing out blossom and new 
leaves in late November.  Some people have 
reported maples with fantastic Autumn colours, 
whilst other species have done nothing but 
struggle the whole year. Perhaps this is part of 
the uniqueness of the bonsai hobby, no matter 
how much we feel we are in control of our trees, 
we are reminded of the non predictability of 
nature and its complexities. I have a very 
modest collection of trees, but I take my hat off 
to those of the bonsai community with top 
quality trees and the extra pressure of having 
them on time looking their best for a show.  
 

We have been asked several times this year how 
is the UK Bonsai Association financed? New 
people joining are often surprised that 
membership is completely free. The concept of 
the association is to bring all bonsai enthusiasts  
in the UK together and we felt from the 
conception of the Association that any related 
membership cost would be a barrier to 
achieving this in many ways.  The Association is 
run by volunteers so running costs are kept to a 
minimum, but that's not to say we don't have 
some costs.  
We are pleased to say that both Expo Bonsai 
UK  and Heathrow Bonsai Shows organised by 

the UKBA team and supporters, both 
contribute monies to the association's running 
costs. This in turn allows us to support all 
aspects of the UK bonsai community, without 
having to be a financial burden to anyone. 
Inclusivity is the magic word; the bulletin is 
now reaching nearly 2000 members monthly. It 
is also backed up with a comprehensive website 
listing everything bonsai in the UK. 
Connectiveness and working together will be 
the bonsai community's strength going forward.  
 

The good news is we can report on a new club 
starting up in the new year. The new club based 
in the South East is called Hadori Bonsai Club, 
see the notice board for full details. 
 

If you can make any contributions to the UKBA 
website or this news bulletin please don't 
hesitate to contact us (ukbonsaiassociation@gmail.com) 

Whether a change in your club location or a 
trip you make abroad, why not share with us all? 

The next steering group meeting on Zoom is 
scheduled for Monday 6Dec21 at 1900.hrs.  
 

********************************** 

Bonsai Events 
Dec21 & Jan21 

Unfortunately it's that time of the year where 
we have no bonsai events scheduled in Dec21 or 
Jan22. 
 

We would remind people the status of all events 
is marked in brackets ie, provisional, postponed, 
confirmed or cancelled. Whenever visiting an 
event pleased check for more up to date details 
on the website and if travelling any great 
distance, please confirm the event is still 
running with the event contact person.  

 

********************************** 

Bonsai Event Reports 
To read the full reports with photos on the 
events please visit the website. 
www.ukbonsaiassoc.org/reports-and-gallery.html 
 
Unfortunately there were no events in Nov21. 
 

********************************** 

Club Speaker Nights 
 

It's that time of the year when most clubs are 
holding their AGM's and scheduling their 
respective programmes for next year. As soon 
as you have decided on next years programme 
and possibly have some speakers booked, please 
let us know the details and we can publicise the 
night for you.   
 

********************************** 

Notice Board 
 

19&20Feb22  Sat & Sun 
Trophy Show 
Limburghal cv, jaarbeurslaan 6, B-3600 Genk, 
Belgium 
Many of you will be wondering if this show will 
be going ahead, with regard the latest news 
concerning the pandemic in Europe. At this 
moment in time the show is confirmed, if 
anything changes we will advise in the next 
bulletin or for  more upto date information 
check UKBA website diary. If we hear of any 
changes in the show status this diary will be 
immediately up dated. 

If you are exhibiting and have a tree 
accepted by the organisers, please 
immediately contact Tony Tickle Tel: 
07802.837739 
Email: sales@mojobonsai.com 
 

20Mar22  Sun 
South East Bonsai Fair 
Little Fant Farm, Farleigh Lane, 
Maidstone, ME16 9LY. 
If you wish to have a car boot pitch, 
please contact: Adam Hadley 
07765.522117 
Email: hadoribonsai@gmail.com 
 

25-27Mar22 
Celtic Bonsai Residential Weekend 
Ammanford, West Wales.  
Accommodation bunkhouse style and 
meals included £200 all in. 
Please contact Chris Thomas for further 
details 07798.798194. 
 

8May22 Sun 
Expo Bonsai UK 
K2 Leisure Centre, 
Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex. RH11 9BQ 
Don't be disappointed, if you're thinking 
of displaying a tree at this show now is 
the time to send in your submission 
details, the final close off date is getting 
close,  31Jan22. 
Please e mail: ebuk18@gmail.com for 
full details. 
We are looking for submissions for 
consideration to exhibit Mame, Shohin 
and standard sized bonsai. Looking for 
high quality mature trees which will be 
displayed in an appropriate manner as 
with previous Expo Bonsai shows. Each 
submission will have its own 6ft length 
for display. Exhibitors may submit for a 
maximum of three spaces. 
Submissions will only be accepted 
through this e mail address. 
The show will be in line with any Covid 
restrictions in place at that time. 
 

17-19Jun22 
European Bonsai Association & 
European Suiseki Association 
Convention. 
After a two year break due to the 
pandemic the annual convention restarts, 
being located  next year in the town of 
Augsburg in Germany. 
Bonsai Club Germany would like to 
invite quests from near and far to join 
them for a weekend of exhibitions, 
demonstrations and lectures. Listed 
below are the demonstrators 
lined up for the weekend, representing 
the United Kingdom will be Peter 
Warren: 
Christian Przybylski - Germany 
Daisuke Katagiri - Japan 
Hartmut Munchenbach - Germany 
Hiroaki Suzuki - Japan 
Jelle Ferwerda - Netherlands 
Othmar Auer - Italy 
Peter Warren - United Kingdom 
Wolfgang Egbert - Germany 
Werner Busch - Germany 
Yoshihiko Mariyama - Japan 
Daisuke Katagiri - Japan 
Further information contact: 
Email: bonsaigarten@t-online.de 
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4Sep22 Sun 
East Anglian Bonsai Show 
Kesgrave War Memorial Community Centre, 
Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, 
Suffolk. IP5 1JF. 
Any clubs wishing to display or traders wishing 
to sell at this show please contact Dave Fryer on 
07749801297 or email:daveafryer@aol.com 
 

1&2Oct22 Sat & Sun 
Bonsai Show Live 
Telford International Centre, 
International Way, Telford, 
Shropshire. TF3 4JH. 
Any individuals wishing to display or traders 
wishing to sell at this show please contact 
Andrew Avraan T:07886.990610   
Mark Akins T:07950.767684 or 
E:info@thebonsaishowlive.co.uk.  
 

Bonsai Club International Magazine 
Bonsai & Stone Appreciation 2021 Q3 
Contact: www.bonsai-bci.com 
Latest edition highlighting: 
Kim Seok-Ju from Korea transforming a 
Juniper. 
Gudrun Benz from Germany talking about the 
symbolism of the Chrysanthemum in Asia. 
Bradley Barlow from Australia talking about 
the late Toufukuji and his pots in Japan. 
Mario Pavone & Marco Insubreman from Italy 
working on a Pinus Sylvestris. 
Chen Xiu Ying from Taiwan & Jose Luis 
Rodrigues Macias from Puerto Rico talking 
about the influence of Chinese Painting and 
Natural Tree Observation in Taiwanese Bonsai. 
Tony Tickle from UK talking about instant 
gratifications? 
Won Hoe Sik from Korea talking about Korean 
Hornbeams. 
 

Bonsai Club International 
Frank J Mihalic confirms the proposed BCI 
60th Anniversary convention scheduled to take 
place in Taiwan later next year is now on hold 
due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions.  
 

Bonsai Focus Magazine 2021 Nov/Dec 173/196 
Contact:www.bonsaifocus.com 
Latest edition highlighting: 
Francois Jeker from France talking about his 
31 year journey growing a bonsai forest. 
Harry Harrington from the UK talking about 
the virtues of the blackthorn. 
Jean-Philippe Hoareau from Japan works on 
Juniperus Rigida. 
Jorg Derlien from Germany talks about his 
bonsai passion. 
Manuel Germade from Spain re-styles a 
Itoigawa Juniper. 
Martin Nielsen from Denmark takes a simple 
tree to a bonsai. 
 

Hadori Bonsai Club 
We would like to confirm a new club based in 
Kent called Hadori Bonsai Club starting up 
on the 5Jan22 and then meeting every 1st 
Wednesday of the month there after. The 
location for there monthly meetings will be  
Downswood Community Hall, Chiltern Close, 
Downswood,  Maidstone, Kent. ME15 8XG. 
If you are interest or want more information 
please contact Adam Hadley on 07765.522117 
or email: hadoribonsai@gmail.com 
 

The Bonsai School 
New to the UKBA listings is The Bonsai School. 
Nacho Salar a bonsai specialist of many years 

based in Spain, has run bonsai workshops on a 
regular basis here in the UK.  If you interested 
in any 1-2-1 tuition or joining one of his future 
workshops please contact Luis Aragon on 
07714.051420 or email: info@bonsaischool.org 
 

UKBA Membership 
Thanking you for your support, today 1Dec21 
UKBA membership stands at a total of 1891, 
expanding daily 
 

********************************** 

Monthly Tasks 
 

Below is a list of bonsai tasks to be carried out 
during the month of December, it must be 
adapted to your localised conditions and is 
meant only as a general advisory list of tasks 
for the bonsai enthusiast. 
 

Bonsai in December 
 

Winter is here and your deciduous trees should 
have a beautiful tracery as you can now see all 
the branches and twigs . While your evergreens 
may be starting to tone down their bright green 
or dark green foliage to a more dull tone. All 
your trees needing winter protection should 
now all being protected for the winter and here 
is a quick generic guide to bonsai in December 
as the colder weather has set into the UK. 
Watering 
Your bonsai trees will still need watering but 
not as often as their growth rate has slowed 
right down so the water uptake has also slowed 
down and the trees are in winter dormancy. 
At this time of year if your trees are still outside, 
they will be getting watered naturally by the 
rainfall, morning dew and melting frosts. 
However, monitor the moisture level to ensure 
your bonsai trees are not water logged as this 
can cause roots to rot. 
If your bonsai trees are under cover check daily 
and water if required to keep the soil damp / 
moist but not soaking wet. 
Any bonsai being kept indoors should be 
watered regularly but this will have slowed 
down from a daily watering. They will be losing 
moisture due to the higher temperatures inside 
drying out the soil and the tropical species still 
tend to grow during the winter period inside. 
Ideal time to water is in the morning to allow 
the water time to dissipate and to reduce the 
surface water should the temperature cool 
down overnight or there is a frost. 
Re-potting 
If the weather is mild repotting can be 
undertaken but avoid early repotting if you 
have no protection for the tree like a cold frame 
or green house if frosts are likely. 
Otherwise prepare for repotting by checking 
soil supplies and also that if you are looking to 
change the pot that you have the correct pot 
size to repot into. 
Feeding 
Generally feeding in December is not required 
for either tree types as broadleaves trees are 
dormant and without leaves and conifers or 
evergreens have slowed down on growth during 
this period. 
Pruning 
This is a great time of year to review your 
bonsai trees and check the structural image of 
the tree as well as the tracery and branch 
placement. Broadleaved trees are especially 
easy as they have for most species lost their 
leaves and are dormant. You can remove 

unwanted structural branches but 
remember to cover the wounds with 
wound paste or sealant as the trees are 
dormant and will not be able to respond 
to the pruning as effectively. Otherwise 
just mark the branch(es) to remove and 
wait till the Spring to then remove them. 
Trimming 
This is not required to either roadleaved 
or coniferous trees in December. 
However, you may still need to trim the 
new shoots off tropical trees that are 
growing indoors to control the growth 
and develop ramification. 
Root pruning 
Carry out root pruning if you do start to 
re-pot now as part of the re-potting 
process and check for soil borne pests, 
root rot and other root problems and 
address if any issues are found. Given 
that the frosts have started though avoid 
repotting now until the spring. 
Insects and pests 
Continue to check your bonsai trees over 
fully for pests, insects and diseases as 
some insects can over winter on or in 
your trees like red spider mite, scale 
insect. 
Pests are also likely if the weather is mild 
so worth checking to avoid 
disappointment in the spring when buds 
or leaves fail to flush due to pest attack. 
Typical pests still around include scale 
insect, mites, aphids and soil borne larva, 
vine weevil and beetles. 
Moss and weed control 
This should have been done in the 
previous months but check for any new 
moss forming. 
Wiring 
None required. 
Protection 
Continue to check all your bonsai trees 
for health over the winter and review 
any that are not under protection in case 
of extreme cold weather or snow. If there 
is the chance of snow then make sure the 
branches do not get an excessive build up 
of snow that could cause them to break. 
Assessment 
This is also a good time to photograph 
your bonsai trees and update their 
records for re-potting timings, feeding 
regimes, soil type etc as it is sometimes 
hard to keep track of what you do for 
each tree when you start increasing your 
collection. Keeping a photographic 
record does come in very useful over the 
years to see the trees development and 
your progress. 
 

********************************** 

Collectables 
Pin Badges 

 
Please check out the pin badge section 
under collectables on the website, if you 
have any badges we have not listed, 
please send us an image of the badge and 
we will add it to the section. Thank you  
This month we are again highlighting pin 
badges from the United States, see 
website for more badges. 
 
*********************************** 
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United States Badges 

 
 

Rosade Bonsai Studio 
Image supplied by Dan Barton 

***** 

 
ABS LSBF San Antonio 2008 
Image supplied by Jim Gould 

***** 

 
Osade Bonsai Studio 

Image supplied by Jonathan Cook / NZ 
***** 

 
John Naka Tora 

Image supplied by Paul Bowerbank 
********************************** 

Books 
 
The book section on the website can be found in 
the knowledge section, we have nearly sixty 
books listed and ask kindly if you can 
recommend a book, old or new and we don't 
have it listed on the website, please email us an 
image, the title of the book, the authors name, 
the date published, the ISBN (International 
Standard Book Number) and of course can we 
use your name or do you want to be anonymous? 
 

 
Colin Lewis 

Bonsai A Care Manual 
Published: 1997 

ISBN: 0753704951 
Image supplied by Neil Trigg 

***** 

 
Gordon Owen 

Growing Classic Bonsai 
ISBN: 862883342 

Image supplied by David Swinhard 
***** 

 
Ken Norman 

Create Your Own Bonsai 
ISBN: 1859672132 

Image supplied by David Swinhard 
***** 

 
Malcolm & Kathy Hughes 

Little Book Of Bonsai 
ISBN: 9781784721701 

Image supplied by Steve Reddington 
 

*********************************** 

UKBA Quiz Dec21 
Double Cross 

Fill in the grid by answering the clues. (The 
answers are either the Latin or common names 
of tree). Reading down column A will reveal the 
name of a pioneer of bonsai in the Western 

hemisphere. Then transfer the coded 
letters onto the template grid to reveal a 
message. 
Name __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __  
 
CLUES  
1 Cercis siliquastrum 5.4   

Grape vine 5  
2 Salix viminalis (basket willow) 5      
 Cypress 9  

3 Crataegus sp. 8   
Myrtle 6  

4 Southern Beech 10   
Pinus sp. 4  

5 Taxus sp. 3    
Japanese Cedar 11  

6 Hop Hornbeam 6  
Ash 8  

7 Wellingtonia or Big Tree 14  
8 Tsuga sp. 7  

True Quince 7  
9 Holly 4  

Ginkgo biloba 10  
10 Elaeagnus sp. 8  

Birch 6  
11 Juniperus rigida - ______ juniper 6  

Hornbeam 8  
12 Fir 5  

Japanese name for Pinus thunbergii 9  
13 Zelkova serrata 5  

Malus sylvestris 9  
14 Maple 4  

Cedrus atlantica 5.5 
 

 
 

Answers to Nov21 Quiz 

 
 

Answers to Dec21 Quiz 

 
--- Geoff Conybeare 

***** 
For bulletin queries: 07850.771201 

markmoreland@live.co.uk 
ukbonsaiassociation@gmail.com  


