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Welcome to this month's Bulletin.
Well at long last the UK bonsai scene seems to
have come fully back to life this coming month.
Lots of shows up and down the country.
Whether small or large they all deserve our
complete support so if there's one going on near
to you get along to it and give it your support.
Also back to some sort of normality are club
nights, with many clubs putting on speakers.
These club speaker nights are generally open to
all. If your not a member of that particular club
and fancy attending their speaker night just
give them a call to check the details, perhaps a
small donation might be asked for and then
everybody's happy.
Very few people are aware but we have a
World Bonsai Day which was initiated by the
World Bonsai Friendship Federation to honour
the memory of Saburo Kato (1915-2008), a
renowned bonsai master in Japan. The
World Bonsai Day is celebrated every year on
the 2nd Saturday of May, so this year's date is
the 14May22. On this day the bonsai
community is encouraged to celebrate the
hobby and, if possible, reach out and promote
bonsai to the wider community. For the first
time we ask individuals and clubs here in the
UK to try and join in, whatever you get up to
please send us your photos and a few words.
The next steering group meeting on Zoom is
scheduled for Monday 2May22 at 1900.hrs.
****************************************

Bonsai Events
May22 & Jun22
1&2May22 Sun & Mon (Confirmed)
Daisy Nook Garden Centre Bonsai Show,
Stannybrook Road, Daisy Nook,
Failsworth, Manchester. M35 9WJ.
Adm; Free. Times: 1000-1700.hrs
Contact: KeithTarpey 07474.356890
Email: keithtarpey@hotmail.co.uk
8May22 Sun (Confirmed)
Scottish Bonsai Association National Exhibition
Walker Hall, Municipal Buildings,
South Beach, Troon, Scotland. KA10 6EF.
Adm: £2/£1 and SBA members Free.
Times:1100-1600.hrs.
Contact: Jeff Banning 07799.477895
Email: jeffbanning@btinternet.com
www.scottishbonsai.org
8May22 Sun (Confirmed)
Expo Bonsai UK
K2 Leisure Centre, Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley,
West Sussex. RH11 9BQ
Adm: £8 Adults Times: 1000-1600.hrs.
Contact: Steve Hale 07850.771201

Email: ebuk18@gmail.com
www.ExpobonsaiUK.weebly.com
Supporting 41xTraders:
Ato-Saki Bonsai
Beech Field Bonsai
Bonsai Brushstrokes
Bonsai Centre
Bonsai Shed
Bonsai4Me
Bonsaistow
Bon-Tag
BW Bespoke Bonsai Stands
China Mist Ceramics Chris Thomas Bonsai
Christine's Ceramics
Collette's Bonsai
Dave Cheshire Bonsai
Dave Sampson
Dragonfly Bonsai Pots
Every Sprout
European Bonsai Pot Collective
Glynderi Yamadori Bonsai
Gordon Duffett Pots
Hadori Bonsai
Greenwood Bonsai
Herons Bonsai Nursery
Oakfield Bonsai Supplies Oceana
Paul Rogers Ceramics
Probio Carbon
RH Bonsai
Saruyama
Seikatsu Bonsai School
Shohin-Bonsai
Spectre Ceramics Springwood Ceramics
Suteki
Tone Ceramics
Troll Pots
UK Bonsai Tables
Walsall Ceramics
Windybank Bonsai
Wood And Clay
Zac's Bonsai

14May22 Sat
World Bonsai Day
Let's do something BONSAI today to
celebrate our day!!!
15May22 Sun (Confirmed)
Middlesex Bonsai Show
Woodford Hall,
Poplars Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7BU.
Adm: £2. Times: 1030-1545.hrs.
Contact: Mark Moreland 07850.771201
Email: markmoreland@live.co.uk
www.middlesexbonsaisociety.weebly.com
15May22 Sun (Confirmed)
South Staffs Bonsai Society Show
Birmingham Botanical Gardens,
Edgbaston, Birmingham. B15 3TR.
Adm: £7.50. Times: 1000-1600.hrs.
Contact: David Barnsley 0121.6822200
Email: davidbarnsley@blueyonder.co.uk
Supporting Club: Stourbridge Bonsai Society
15May22 Sun (Confirmed)
Kent Bonsai Late Spring Show
Dunkirk Village Hall,
London Road, Dunkirk, Kent. ME13 9LG.
Adm: £2. Times:1000-1600.hrs
Contact: Adrian Long 07710.615861
Email: adrian58@long@btinternet.com
www.kentbonsaiclub.weebly.com
24-28May22 Tue-Sat (Confirmed)
Chelsea Flower Show
Royal Hospital Chelsea, London. SW3 4SR.
Contact: Tony McKenzie 07837.577680
Email: am.pm@talk21.com
28May22 Sat (Confirmed)
Eastbourne & Wealden Bonsai Show
St Mary's Church Hall,
Decoy Drive, Hampden Park, Eastbourne,
East Sussex. BN22 9PP.
Adm: £2.50. Times: 1000-1600.hrs.
Brian Dale 07756.238356 & 01323.731369
Email: pondey@sky.com
28&29May22 Sat & Sun (Confirmed)
Taunton & Somerset Bonsai Club Annual Show,
Willowbrook Garden Centre,
West Buckland, Mr Wellington.TA21 9HX.

Adm: tba. Times tba.
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Contact: Michael 01458.210796
www.somersetbonsaiclub.uk
29May22 Sun (Confirmed)
Chiltern Bonsai Show
Liston Hall, Chapel Street, Marlow,
Buckinghamshire, SL7 1DD
Adm: £2 -16s Free. Times: 1000-1600.hrs.
Michael Pegg & Adrian Garnett
Email: mikew.pegg&btinternet.com
Email: adrian.garnett@virginmedia.com
www.chilternbonsai.org.uk
11&12Jun22 Sat & Sun (Confirmed)
Mid-Herts Bonsai Club 10th Annual Show

Kingsbury Barn, Branch Road,
St Albans, Hertfordshire. AL3 4SE.
Adm: Free. Times: 1100-1700.hrs
Contact: Geoff Conybeare 07528.614826
Email: info@midhertsbonsaiclub.co.uk
www.midhertsbonsaiclub.co.uk
12Jun22 Sun (Confirmed)
Bonsai By The Sea.
The Pavilion, The Esplanade,
Exmouth. EX8 2AZ.
Adm: 5.. Times: 1000-1630.hrs.
Contact: Brian Mackichan 01392.437525
brian-mackichan@mypostoffice.co.uk
www.exeterbonsaisocety.com
12Jun22 Sun (Confirmed)
Midland Bonsai Society Show
Birmingham Botanicial Gardens,
Westbourne Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham. B15 3TR.
Adm: tbc. Times: 1000-1630.hrs.
Contact: Richard Gilkes 07803.593024
Email: ragilkes@blueyonder.co.uk
Supported by: Redditch Bonsai Society
Supporting Traders: David Cheshire
Bonsai, Funky Fish Ceramics
12Jun22 Sun (Confirmed)
Humberside & North East Lincolnshire
Bonsai Show
Darby & Joan Hall,
58 Finkle Street, Cottingham. HU16 4AZ.
Adm: £1. Times: 1000-1500.hrs
Ctc: Ian Butland 07963.470696
nelbs.chairman@virginmedia.com
www.nelincsbonsai.org.uk
25Jun22 Sat (Confirmed)
Manchester Bonsai Society Annual Show
Lymm United Reformed Church,
Brookfield Road, Lymm, Cheshire. WA13 0QL.

Adm: Free Times: 1000-1600.hrs
Wayne Crumpton 07742.111142
mbsmembershipsecretary@gmail.com
www.manchesterbonsaisociety.org.uk
26Jun22 Sun (Confirmed)
Blackmore Vale Bonsai Group Show
Charlton Remembrance Hall,
Charlton, Shaftsbury, Dorset. SP7 0PL.
Adm: £3 -14s Free. Times: 1100-1600.hrs
Geoff 07837.781744 & 01747.853475
Email: m5eay.geoff@btinternet.com
www.blackmorevalebonsaigroup.com
We would remind people the status of all
events is marked in brackets ie,
provisional, postponed, confirmed or
cancelled. Whenever visiting an event
pleased check for more upto date details
on the website and if travelling any great
distance, please confirm the event is still
running with the event contact person.
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Bonsai Event Reports
To read the full reports with photos on the
events listed below please visit the website.
21-24Apr22
Yorkshire Bonsai Society Display & Show
At Harrogate Flower Show,
****************************************

Club Speaker Nights
04May22 Wed (1930.hrs)
Talk by Corin Tomlinson
Subject: Informal Upright Styles
Mid-Herts Bonsai Society
Mead Hall, East Lane, Wheathampstead,
Hertfordshire. AL4 8BP.
Ctc: Geoff Conybeare 07528.614826
Email: geoffconybeare@gmail.com
www.midhertsbonsaiclub.co.uk
4May22 Wed (1930.hrs)
Talk by Steve Brown
Subject: Maples
Bedfordshire Bonsai Society
Toddington Village Hall, Leighton Road,
Toddington, Bedfordshire. LU5 6AN.
Ctc: Richard Gaiger 07745.507318
Email: r.gaiger@ntlworld.com
4May22 Wed (1945-2200.hrs)
Talk by Mingchen Moreland
Subject: Accents
Surrey Heath Bonsai Society
Chobham Village Hall,
Station Road, Chobham,
Surrey. GU24 8AQ
Ctc: Chris Rhodes 01276.20893
Email: rhodes163@googlemail.com
4May22 Wed (1930.hrs)
Talk by Peter Warren
Subject: Feeding/Summer Work/Pruning
Hadori Bonsai Club
Downswood Community Hall,
Chiltern Close, Downswood,
Maidstone, Kent. ME15 8XG.
Ctc: Adam Hadley 07765.522117
Email: hadoribonsai@gmail.com
09May22 Mon (1915.hrs)
Talk by Steve Brown
Subject: Maples
Milton Keynes Bonsai Society
Reform Synagogue Hall, 1 Hainault Drive,
Giffard Park, Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire. MK14 5PQ.
Ctc: Anne Robinson 01908.631109
Email:anne@zensunni.org
11May22 Mon (1930.hrs)
Talk by Jeff Bates
Subject: All Aspects Of Propagation
Manchester Bonsai Society
Stockport Labour Club,
2 Lloyd Street, Heaton Norris,
Stockport, Cheshire. SK4 1QP.
Ctc: Wayne Crumpton 07742.111142
Email: mbsmembershipsecretary@gmail.com
11May22 Wed (1930.hrs)
Talk by Collette Harrison
Subject: Flowering Bonsai
Berkshire Bonsai Society x
Barkham Village Hall, Barkham,
Berkshire. RG40 4PL
Ctc: Tania Clentworth 07817.418708
Email: info@berkshirebonsai.co.uk

17May22 Mon (1930.hrs)
Talk & Demo by Paul Eslinger
Subject: Azaleas
Eastbourne & Wealden Bonsai Club
St Mary's Church Hall, Decoy Drive,
Hampden Park, Eastbourne,
East Sussex. BN22 9PP.
Ctc: Brian Dale 01323.731369
Email: pondey@sky.com
17May22 Tue (1945.hrs)
Talk by Steve McKee
Subject: Pruning
Middlesex Bonsai Society
South Harrow Methodist Church,
Walton Avenue, South Harrow,
Middlesex. HA2 8QU.
Ctc: Chris McEvoy 07983.537069
Email: christopher.mcevoy@btinternet.com
19May22 Thu (1930-2200.hrs)
Talk by David Cheshire
Subject: Azaleas
Redditch Bonsai Society
Webheath Village Hall, Heathfield Road,
Redditch, Midlands. B97 5SQ,
Ctc: Richard Gilkes 07803.593024
Email: ragilkes@blueyonder.co.uk
25May22 Wed (1930.hrs)
Talk by Harry Harrington
Subject: tbc
Sussex Bonsai Group
Wivelsfield Green Village Hall,
Eastern Road, Wivelsfield Green,
West Sussex. RH17 7QH.
Ctc: Ray Brunsden 07342.650713
Email: ray.brunsden@gmail.com
26May22 Thu (2000.hrs)
Talk by John Armitage
Subject: Shohin Development &
Associated Techniques.
South Yorkshire Bonsai Society
Deepcar Village Hall, Helliwell Lane,
Deepcar, Sheffield. S36 2NH.
Ctc: Graham Morris 0114.2888027
info@southyorkshirebonsai.org.uk
1Jun22Wed (1945-2200.hrs)
Talk by Mark Kerry
Subject: Maples
Surrey Heath Bonsai Society
Chobham Village Hall, Station Road, Chobham,
Surrey. GU24 8AQ
Adm: non-members £5
Ctc: Chris Rhodes 01276.20893
Email: rhodes163@googlemail.com
2Jun22 Thu (1930-2200.hrs)
Talk by Malcolm Hughes
Subject: Maples
Midlands Bonsai Society
Moseley Cricket Club, 105 Streetbrook Road,
Shirley, Solihull, Midlands. B90 3PE.

Ctc: Richard Gilkes 07803.593024
Email: ragilkes@blueyonder.co.uk
**********************************

Notice Board
8May22 Sun
Expo Bonsai UK
K2 Leisure Centre,
Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley,
West Sussex. RH11 9BQ
This year sees a change of venue to the large
leisure centre at K2 Crawley for our National
show. The change affords us an opportunity to
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open up the space around the exhibition
and to incorporate both traders and
exhibits into one large room. We have a
diverse selection of high quality exhibits
along with a huge trade area. We hope to
see you there!
Shows this size often require a large
team of people to put them together and
make them happen. Following our
request last month for volunteers to help
set-up and staff the show on the day, we
would like to thank everybody who has
volunteered, we very much appreciate
your help.
2&3Jul22 Sat & Sun
Chichester Clubs Annual Exhibition
10th Anniversary
Manor Nursery, Pagham Road,
Runcton, Chichester. PO20 1LJ.
Any clubs wishing to display or traders
wishing to sell at this show please contact
Contact: Frank Weaver 01243.586195
Email: frankweaverbonsai@gmail.com
31Jul22 Sun
Staverton Group Bonsai Boot Sale
Bradley Road, Southwick,Wiltshire. BA14 9RH.

To book a sellers pitch at £25 please
contact Tony, Rob or Chris details below:
Contact: Tony Oswin 07776.338899
Email: Rob - oakfieldbonsai@aol.com
or Chris - jeffreyschris@hotmail.com
4Sep22 Sun
East Anglian Bonsai Show
Kesgrave War Memorial Community
Centre,
Twelve Acre Approach, Kesgrave, Suffolk.
IP5 1JF.

(Kesgrave near Ipswich Suffolk)
Following on from the success of last
years show we are looking to continue
the growth of the event. For more
information on the scale and size of this
show please read the 2021 report with
pictures on the UK Bonsai
Association show reports page of their
web site. The venue has free parking and
plenty of room to expand into. We are
looking for more traders and are only
charging £10 per 6ft table (supplied) to
help the growth of the show each year.
We had 6 clubs showing trees last year
and they are all returning. If you're a
club or trader and would like to join us
please contact me.
This year we have a demonstration by
Will Baddeley. Will specialises in native
European species and is renowned for
creating natural looking deadwood.
Look forward to hearing from you,
kind Regards, Dave Fryer.
Tel 01728 830691
Mob 07749801297
e-mail daveafryer@aol.com
11Sep22 Sun
Heathrow Bonsai Show
At Bracknell
Bracknell Leisure Centre,
Bagshot Road, Bracknell, Berkshire,
RG12 9SE.
Firstly, as most people know we have
had to move the location of the show due
to the school premises being too small.
The new home for the show is located at
Bracknell Leisure Centre.
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We have toyed with changing the name of the
show, as many people have commented the
show's name is now a little confusing, but after
months of discussions have decided to keep the
name Heathrow Bonsai Show but add At
Bracknell. This new title will enable people to
instantly identify the show and then where it's
being held, this also gives us the flexibility to
change the location as and when required.
Secondly, in previous years for a bit of fun we
have encouraged visitors and exhibitors to get
more involved by asking them to vote for their
top three favourite trees. The show has grown
over the years to the point where it has become
very difficult to collate all the votes in such
away to have the results available at the end of
the show. The show has always been aimed at
club team participation and not individuals, so
from now on visitors and exhibitors will be
asked to vote for their top three favourite club
displays. This change will make the task of
collating the results much easier and promote
the society or club in keeping with the whole
philosophy of the Heathrow Show, a show for
clubs.
17-18Sep22 Sat & Sun
Bristol Bonsai Society Event
Kevin Willson Weekend Demonstration and
Workshop Extravaganza at Failand Village
Hall, Oxhouse Lane, Failand, Somerset. BS8 3TS.
Sat 0900-1600.hrs
Demonstration on a huge Mugo pine.
Sun 0900-1600.hrs workshop
The workshop is now fully booked and because
of the fantastic reaction all visitors will have to
book tickets at £10 in advance for both
Saturday and Sunday events. For further
information please contact John Trott
07711.205806.
25Sep22 Sun (Confirmed)
Doncaster Bonsai Experience
& The National Shohin Exhibition
Markham Grange Nursery,
Longlands Lane, Brodsworth,
Doncaster, South Yorkshire. DN5 7XB.
This is your last chance this month to submit
entries for the show please contact John by the
31May22.
The categories for the show are as follows:
Best Shohin
Best Evergreen
Best Accent
Best Deadwood
Best Deciduous
Best in Show

And new for this show

Best Kusamono

Contact: John Skill 07818.110978
Email: karskll@aol.com
1&2 Oct22 Sat & Sun
The Bonsai Show Live 2022
Telford International Centre,
International Way, Telford,
Shropshire. TF3 4JH.
Anyone wishing to submit entries for the show
please contact Andrew by the 31Jul22.
The categories for the show are as follows:
Best Coniferous Tree
Best Decidous Tree
Best Shohin Tree
Best Accent / Kusamono
Best in Show
Contact: Andrew Avraam 07886.990610
Email: info@thebonsaishowlive.co.uk
Website: www.thebonsaishowlive.co.uk
*****

Ron Shoesmith

Ron Shoesmith sadly passed away recently. He
was in his 80s and had been in poor health for a
while, but it was still sad news.
Ron and his wife Betty and I co-founded
Colchester Bonsai Society in 1987 and the club
continued in various guises and locations
around Colchester for thirty years. His
introduction to Bonsai was through his friend
Les Watts in Chelmsford who was a member of
Bonsai Kai in London. By 1985 Ron and I were
independently pursuing our interests in the
hobby as did most people in those days,
through nursery or collected stock, usually
potted in cheap stoneware. We met by accident
at a local garden nursery— both of us looking
for training stock, and from there we developed
our interests, whether with native trees or
Betty's delicate penjing creations.
My work took me away from the club, and later
Essex, in the late 90s, and it was only after I
retired that I returned to Bonsai. I hadn’t seen
Ron in a long time but he rang me in 2018 to
say that Betty had died, and it was shortly
afterwards that we met up again and did so on
a regular basis afterwards. I saw him last
summer at his house, and offered to take him to
the upcoming East Anglia show, but he thought
his mobility was too much of an issue and so
declined. It turned out to be our last gettogether.
Ron never owned a computer and his mobile
phone was powered by a hamster on a wheel
(“Only for emergencies, you know…”). I don’t
think he ever owned an imported tree, unless
you count a Welsh yamadori Yew, he was
happier with his air-layers and bespoke larch
forests.
Ron and Betty were ‘club people’ — dedicated,
enthusiastic and always interested in what
people were growing or training, however
humble.
He will be missed.
- Rob Pollock
UKBA Membership
Thanking you for your support, today 1May22
UKBA membership stands at a total of 2103,
expanding daily
**********************************

Monthly Tasks
Below is a list of bonsai tasks to be carried out
during the month of May, it must be adapted to
your localised conditions and is meant only as a
general advisory list of tasks for the bonsai
enthusiast.
Bonsai in May
Spring is in full flow, albeit some frosts in some
areas with still fairly cold nights but hopefully
all your bonsai trees have come through the
winter and are coping with the cold nights here
in the UK. Here is a quick generic guide to

Page 3 of 5

bonsai in May but for individual species
check out some of the other speciesspecific posts.
Watering:
In the UK it has been a fairly dry winter
so continue to check your trees daily and
water as required but start to increase
your watering with the buds now
pushing and leaves opening. Water in the
mornings ideally to avoid the colder
temperatures at night. Spray any
repotted trees to ensure they do not dry
out. It has been a fairly dry start so
ensure to water well as the leaves are
developing and particularly flowering trees.
Re-potting:
You should now have completed your
spring repotting for most species so keep
an eye on the trees your have repotted.
For any trees that you are not repotting
still remove the top surface and re-top
dress to remove any crusting on the
surface to improve airflow and drainage
down through the soil. Plus clean the
pots of the trees if they have got green
algae forming on them.
Feeding:
For broadleaved trees, start feeding any
trees that are now out in leaf that you did
not repot while do not feed those
repotted in April / May yet, wait till the
end of May. Start increasing the feeding
of evergreen trees as they start to show
more signs of stronger growth.
Tropical trees and Evergreens can
continue to be fed with a low nitrogen
feed to maintain health and vigour at the
onset of spring.
Feed flowering trees that have not been
repotted yet like Forsythia, Chamomiles,
Cherry, Akebia etc.
Ideal feeding at this time is liquid feed as
the watering regime has picked up and
you can feed with each watering, and the
general rule is little and often.
Pruning:
Species to avoid pruning in Spring due to
potential for sap bleeding would be Acer,
Betula, Carpinus, Carya, Juglans,
Magnolia, Morus, Populus and Tilia.
Remove unwanted branches and look for
dead branches now that you can see the
new buds swelling and clean out any
dead branches before the leaves fully
flush. Prune back any branches that are
too long to a suitable live bud pointing in
the right direction. Seal any large
wounds with cut paste.
Younger trees that are being developed
can have unwanted branches removed
and for older trees check that callus
wood is forming on old wounds and if
necessary re-cut or carve to promote
callus wood formation.
De-candling:
This is the time to de-candle or cut in
half the candles on 2 needle pines.
Trimming:
Now that the leaves are present continue
to maintain the shape through regular
trimming and remove the terminal shoot
in some species to aid with creating a
more compact form. Continue to prune
tropical trees to maintain their shape
and trim the new shoots.
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Where too much growth is expected and buds
are well advanced, removal of unwanted future
twigs may be anticipated by pinching out buds
now. Where density is required of foliage, pinch
or remove the terminal bud to promote side
buds to develop. This is also a good opportunity
to check buds to see if they are viable.
Leaf cutting or full defoliation is applicable for
some species like maples but ensure that they
are vigorous and healthy before you carry out a
full defoliation and it may be more suitable to
do a section of % at anyone time.
Root pruning:
This is not applicable at present unless any
trees are being repotted but for the majority of
species they should already have been done.
Insects and pests:
Check for the newly emerging bugs and pests
like green and black fly, red spider mite, scale
insect, mealy bug as well as vine weevil beetles.
With the onset of warmer weather insect pests
can start to emerge and are more likely to
appear on the new shoots and leaves.
Watch out for the on set of mildew and prune
out any damaged leaves or treat any
infestations if found.
Moss and weed control:
Continue to keep this in check and treat or
remove unwanted moss and remove any newly
forming weeds.
Wiring:
Wiring can be started on some of the larger
branches.
Protection:
Continue to protect from late frosts as it is still
not very warm outside and ensure to harden off
leaves before moving your trees out from a cold
greenhouse.
Assessment:
Continue to update your bonsai records and
photograph your trees to record their progress.
Tools:
This is something everyone should do each time
they use their tools but often it is not easy to do
depending on how often you are using your
tools. However, it is good practice to clean and
sharpen your tools after use and this is a good
time to go through your tool kits and clean
them up before the start of the pruning season.
Display areas:
If you have trees out in display areas check that
they are not drying out or getting too much sun
and ensure they have shade if required as the
temperatures during the day currently are
fairly hot whist the nights are cold. Also check
for wind protection and stability of trees
Propagation:
This is the time to take conifer cuttings.
**********************************

Interview
UKBA interview with Graham Morris of The
South Yorkshire Bonsai Society

How did you get started?
I’ve always had an interest in Japanese culture
witnessed by the number of Akira Kurosawa
videos I have. As a consequence in 1987 I tried
my hand at creating a bonsai, which at the time
was a little pathetic; tinkering with small
Hinoki cypress from the local garden centre. At
the time I was unaware of any bonsai centres
and my only knowledge source was from a few
books by British bonsai professionals that were
on sale. I think I spent about four years in the
wilderness before a work colleague said a friend
of his had formed a bonsai society and would I
like to join. Consequently in early 1993 I joined
The South Yorkshire Bonsai Society (SYBS).

Who was your teacher?
I suppose my first “teacher” would be Les
Worthington, the founder of our society. Not
long after I began to attend John Hanby’s
“Better Bonsai Club” evenings. I’ve also
attended a few workshops with the likes of John,
Harry Tomlison , John Armitage, Rob
Atkinson and Corin Tomlinson.

Can you recommend one or two bonsai books?
I suppose if I had to choose they would be: (a)
“Bonsai Basics” by Colin Lewis.
An inexpensive all round book aimed at the
beginner. A good starting point.
(b) “The Bonsai School” by Craig Cussons.
Again an all round book with several case
histories by other artists.
What mistakes have you made?
Not getting into bonsai at a younger age!
Seriously, I suppose like most of us it was
impatience. In my early days all I was
concerned about was creating something that
looked like a bonsai. I had no real awareness
regarding the health of the tree and what was
actually going on within the pot.
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Your thoughts on Bonsai?
With the advent of the internet I’ve
gained a great deal of knowledge and
insight into bonsai and it’s helped me
take my trees to a greater level. Equally
I’m aware that there is also a lot of what
I call duff information being put out
there and it concerns me that, having
followed it, many potential enthusiasts
are turned off and become disillusioned
with bonsai. The best advise I can give is
to join a club or society and seek advise
from fellow members first.
Over the last eighteen months
particularly I’ve become increasingly
interested in the use of organic materials
in the development of bonsai. I think the
recent development of probiotics and the
application of beneficial bacteria is
exciting and shows great promise.
Have you experienced bonsai abroad?
On my first visit to Japan I was
fortunate enough to attend the 8th
World Bonsai Convention in Saitama. It
was part of a bonsai tour and I don’t
think I’ll ever see the likes of it again. I
was privileged to witness demonstrations
by Kimura, Kobayashi, Suzuki and
many others. A once in a life time
experience.
What is your best achievement?
Apart from serving as chair person of
our society, for the better part of 25
years, it was helping to establish the Don
Valley Bonsai Road Shows. The road
shows were a concept suggested by Colin
Lewis at a FOBBS A.G.M. In
conjunction with Ashfield Bonsai Society
we took up the challenge and organised
this event successfully for several years.
Sometime later Les Worthington and I
were approached by Alan Harriman of
the Bonsai Traders Association with a
view to holding a joint event, later to
become the BTA Northern Expo. I used
to organise the venue and facilities, while
the BTA organised the traders stands
until I finally took a back seat.

Do you have any future ambitions?
I suppose I’m getting a bit long in the
tooth to have any long term ambitions
but I would like to, some how, encourage
the younger generation to take up the
hobby. I remember on my attendance at
the 8th WBC they held a workshop for
many school kids in which every child
was given a small tree to work on. Maybe
we could take something from that.
My immediate “ambition” is to continue
to grow our society into a place for all
levels of bonsai expertise for the
foreseeable future.
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Do you have a favourite tree species or size tree?
I have a pretty varied collection but I suppose
some of my favourites are the Japanese maples
and junipers. I love the spring and autumn
colours of the red maples and the vibrant green
of juniper foliage in conjunction with the
intricate deadwood associated with them.
Do you have any other interests or hobbies?
My other hobbies are walking in the Peak
District and other areas. I spent one day a week
working as a volunteer with a local countryside
management organisation maintaining paths
and woodland. I also have a decent hi fi system
with a CD and vinyl collection. This affords me
some distraction when the weather’s not so
conducive to walking or tinkering with my
bonsai.
How do people contact you?
I can be contacted through our society web site :
info@southyorksbonsai.org.uk
www.southyorksbonsai.org.uk
**********************************

Collectables
Pin Badges
Please check out the pin badge section under
collectables on the website, if you have any
badges we have not listed, please send us an
image of the badge and we will add it to the
section. Thank you

Club Palois Du Bonsai
France
Image supplied by Jim Gould
*****

African Bonsai Association
South Africa
Image supplied by Jonathan Cain / NZ
**********************************

Books

Morten Albek
Shohin Bonsai
Published: 2007
ISBN: 9780976755067
Image supplied by Mark Moreland
*****

Peter Adams
Art Of Bonsai
Published: 1981
ISBN: 706368371
Image supplied by Nigel Bevard

The book section on the website can be found in
the knowledge section, we have nearly sixty
books listed and ask kindly if you can
recommend a book, old or new and we don't
***********************************
have it listed on the website, please email us an
image, the title of the book, the authors name,
the date published, the ISBN (International
Standard Book Number) and of course can we
use your name or do you want to be anonymous?

UKBA Quiz May22

This month we are highlighting four badges
from around the world.
*******

Badges

Toowoomba Bonsai Group
Australia
Image supplied by Jim Gould
*****

European Bonsai Association
(Red Background)
EEC
Image supplied by Richard Lock
*****

Harry Harrington
Foundations Of Bonsai
Published: 2015
ISBN: 978953551536
Image supplied by Sean Stolp
*****

Peter Chan
Choosing & Growing Bonsai
Published: 2007
ISBN: 97806006144425
Image supplied by Neil Trigg
*****
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Answers to Apr22 Quiz
SPIRAL

For bulletin queries: 07850.771201
markmoreland@live.co.uk
ukbonsaiassociation@gmail.com
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